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SUBJECT: HIGH EONOEF OFFICIAL ON DETENTE AND MFN 
REF: A. BUDAPEST 231; B. BUDAPEST 242 

1. WE HAVENOTED WITH INTEREST VARKONYI'S COMMENTS REGARDING 
DETENTE AND MEN, AND IN PARTICULAR HIS HOPE THAT WE WILL 

DO SOMETHING TO IMPROVE STATE OE BILATERAL RELATIONS. AS 
APPROPRIATE OCCASION PRESENTS ITSELE, YOU MIGHT POINT OUT 
TO HIM THAT IMPROVEMENT IN US-HUNGARIAN RELATIONS IS A 
RECIPROCAL MATTER. WE CANNOT, AS HE PUTS IT, "CONTINUE 
TREND TOWARDS NORMALIZATION AND IMPROVEMENT OE (OUR) 
RELATIONS WITH HUNGARY" IN DISREGARD OE GOH COMMENTS ON OUR 
POLICIES AND LEADERSHIP. 
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2. TWO SUCH COMMENTS HAVE COME TO OUR ATTENTION RECENTLY. 
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THE IMPUTATION OF BLAME ON USG FOR VIET-NAM EVENTS SIMPLY 
DOES NOT CORRESPOND TO THE FACTS AND IS AN INAPPROPRIATE 
JUDGMENT FOR A MEMBER OF THE ICCS (JAN 26 NEPSZABADSAG 
EDITORIAL CITED REF B). ADDITIONALLY, THE CRITICISM OF THE 
ACTIVITIES AND MOTIVATIONS OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE BY NAME 

(VARNAI ARTICLE IN JANUARY 19 NEPSZABADSAG) SHOULD BE 
CITED. FYI: WE HAVE NOTICED THAT SOVIET COMMENTARY ON 
THE MIDDLE EAST, WHILE SUBSTANTIVELY SIMILAR, HAS BEEN 
FAIRLY CIRCUMSPECT IN ITS TREATMENT OF THE SECRETARY 
PERSONALLY. END FYI. 

3. VARKONYI SHOULD BE INFORMED THAT THE PROBLEM IS ONE OF 
CREATING AND SUSTAINING THE APPROPRIATE POLITICAL TONE FOR 
AN IMPROVEMENT IN OUR RELATIONS TO BE FOSTERED. ARTICLES 
SUCH AS THOSE CITED DO NOT ENHANCE THE PROSPECTS FOR SUCH 
IMPROVEMENT. INGERSOLL 
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